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Susan Hwang
Susan Hwang, MD MPH PhD is a neonatologist, health services researcher, and
perinatal quality improvement expert at Children’s Hospital Colorado and the
University of Colorado School of Medicine. She leads the Colorado Hospitals
Substance Exposed Newborn Quality Improvement Collaborative (CHoSEN QIC) and
the Data-driven Engagement of Families to Improve the NICU Experience (DEEFINE)
QIC. She previously led the Massachusetts Hospitals Safe Infant Sleep Quality
Improvement Collaborative. Dr. Hwang received her medical degree from SUNY
Downstate, MPH from the Harvard School of Public Health, and PhD from the
University of Colorado Graduate School. She completed her pediatric residency and
chief residency at New York University and her neonatal fellowship at Boston
Children’s Hospital. Dr. Hwang is an NIH-funded investigator whose research interest
is in the transition of high-risk infants from hospital to home, with particular focus on
safe infant sleep practices to reduce sudden unexpected infant death.

Susanna C. Snyder (she/her) is the Child and Family Health Division Director at the
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, the Department responsible for
administering Health First Colorado, Colorado’s Medicaid Program. She is an Applied
Medical Anthropologist who comes to this work with over 15 years of experience in
maternal and child health research, advocacy, and policy. She received her M.A. in
Medical Anthropology and continued her graduate work in Oregon State’s
Reproductive Health Lab. She has worked in direct services and non-profits involved
with pregnant people and children experiencing homelessness, pregnant people
considering adoption and families involved in child welfare.

Since 2015, Susanna has been working with her colleagues at HCPF to administer,
innovate and implement Medicaid policy for Coloradans, with a special focus on
improving equity. In her current role, she is accountable for driving a strategic and
aligned vision to build a complete and accessible continuum of services for Medicaid
and CHP+ enrolled children, birthing parents and their families. Implementations
from her team that she is most proud of include: expanding guaranteed coverage for
postpartum people to 12 months, expanding family planning access to folks without
documentation and an expanded income group, innovations in home visiting billing,
and expanding coverage for more types of midwives and doulas—coming July 2024.

The ability to leverage her training as a researcher and experience in nonprofit and
direct services to effect meaningful change in Coloradans’ lives is an incredible
opportunity that she takes very seriously.



Kathryn Wells
Dr. Kathryn Wells is the Executive Director of the Kempe Center for the Prevention
and Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect and the Section Head for Child Abuse
and Neglect in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Colorado School of
Medicine. Prior to this role, Dr. Wells served as the Medical Director and Team Lead of
the Denver Health medical clinic at the Denver Family Crisis Center for 15 years. Dr.
Wells is also an attending physician with the Kempe Child Protection Team at
Children’s Hospital Colorado and has an academic appointment as an Professor in
Pediatrics at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She is a
Board-Certified Pediatrician and is Sub Boarded in Child Abuse Pediatrics.

Sarah Briley, MPH, CHES®
As the Clinical Quality Improvement ProgramManager, Sarah focuses on shifting
evidence-based research into action by assisting Colorado hospitals in implementing
emerging best practices. Sarah partners with national and state maternal health
leaders to develop hospital protocols, policies, and practices, as well as education and
training for medical providers, to improve health outcomes.

Sarah is a passionate public health professional who has spent her entire career
dedicated to reducing maternal mortality and morbidity. While working in state
government and nonprofits, Sarah has remained steadfast on improving the lives of
pregnant and postpartum people by conducting focus groups to learn directly from
those with lived experience, designing and evaluating health programs, policy
development, and the creation of non-traditional partnerships.

Sarah earned her Master of Public Health degree from Indiana University and a
Bachelor of Science at Indiana State University. In the fall of 2016, Sarah became a
Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES®).

Dr. Barbara Chaiyachati is a clinician scientist at CHOP and the University of
Pennsylvania. Her research portfolio includes a spectrum of work that addresses the
biologic and lived trajectories after early life experiences of adversity, with particular
drive toward identifying actionable points of intervention. Her interdisciplinary
approach including genomics, epigenomics, clinical, and
administrative data, reflects the interconnectedness of health and lived experiences.
She integrates her action-oriented view to her clinical work as a founding leader
within a clinical care track providing follow-up care for infants born substance
exposed, NFP-RISE.



Katrina Baker
Katrina is a Southern Ute Tribal member from the Southern Ute Reservation. Katrina
works at the San Luis Valley Area Health Education Center as a Peer Recovery
Specialist.

Jade Woodard
Jade has served as the Executive Director of Illuminate Colorado since its inception in
2015, following 7 years as the Executive Director of founding partner agency, the
Colorado Alliance for Drug Endangered Children. Prior to this work, she provided
family support services in a variety of settings to families impacted by homelessness,
domestic violence, and substance use disorders. Jade has a Bachelor’s Degree in
Social Work and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration. As the Executive
Director of Illuminate Colorado, she has participated in and led many state level
initiatives related to child maltreatment, substance use, child maltreatment
prevention, public awareness, and collaborative community approaches. Currently,
Jade serves on the Colorado Partnership for Thriving Families Steering Committee,
SuPPoRT Colorado Steering Committee, Delivery of Child Welfare Services Task
Force, Home Visitation Investment Task Force, Essentials for Childhood Steering
Committee, Early Childhood Department Transition Advisory Group, Safe Child Care
Task Force, Plans of Safe Care Rule Writing Group, and Colorado Consortium for
Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention.

Courtney L. Everson, PhD, is the Senior Project Director for the Colorado Evaluation
and Action Lab at University of Denver. The Colorado Lab is a social and health policy
lab that supports all three branches of government in generating and using data to
inform policy development and practice. With deep experience in research,
community engagement, and leadership in health and human services, Dr. Everson
leverages the principles of collaboration and social justice to advance
evidence-based decision-making and strategic learning. As a mixed methodologist,
Dr. Everson leads much of the Colorado Lab’s work in public health, prevention
sciences, and family strengthening across the life course. She is most passionate
about maternal health equity and policy research that helps childbearing families
thrive. Dr. Everson holds a PhD in applied medical anthropology with doctoral-level
concentrations in public health and women, gender, and sexuality studies.



Dr. Amy Robertson is a Board Certified Obstetrics and Gynecologist who practices at
San Luis Valley Health in Alamosa, CO. A native of North Little Rock, Arkansas, Dr.
Robertson completed her Residency at the Oklahoma University Health Science
Center in Oklahoma City. Prior to that, Dr. Robertson spent eight years at the
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill as she completed undergraduate and
medical school studies. She came to Colorado to be closer to her family who all
moved individually to Southern Colorado. Passionate for rural health, Dr. Robertson
is intent to provide equal opportunity for women in underserved communities,
particularly enjoying the entire scope of care, from being a woman’s primary care
physician to her surgeon as well.

Audrey Reich Loy graduated in 2010 from the University of Denver’s Graduate
School of Social Work. Soon after, Audrey moved to the San Luis Valley to join the
behavioral health team at San Luis Valley Health, where she worked for five years as a
therapist and clinical supervisor. From there, Audrey moved into various
management positions at SLVH, overseeing Primary Care operations and integrated
care services. Currently, Audrey is the Director of Programs, overseeing services
related to transitions of care and population health, as well as grant development.
Audrey’s past work history in social work includes both clinical and administrative
roles in the fields of child welfare, trauma, and healthcare. Additionally, she has
taught for a number of years for both Adams State University and the University of
Denver graduate programs on a variety of subjects related to counseling and social
work. Audrey is passionate about rural healthcare and addressing barriers to
equitable care.

Dr. Sharon Ostfeld-Johns is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Internal
Medicine at Yale School of Medicine. Her clinical work is as a Med/Peds hospitalist,
spending half of her time caring for hospitalized adults and half for hospitalized
children, including newborns during their newborn hospital stay. She is a medical
educator and serves as one of the faculty leaders of the Race, Bias, and Advocacy in
Medicine distinction pathway for Internal Medicine residents. She has been working
in the area of prenatal substance exposure for over three years and in that time has
collaborated with local partners including child abuse specialists, addiction medicine
specialists, obstetrician/gynecologists, social workers, the hospital legal team, and
many folks who work in child protective services, as well as other professionals locally
and nationally who are committed to improving care for families affected by
substance use and substance use disorders.


